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quarters just as they were making themselves comfortable for th night, had forced them a mile or two further on their journey and had captured many prisoners. This news reaching the Kin^ in the brief summer night somewhat alarmed him for his owi safety. He pushed on to Harborough, and,, rousing Princ Eupert from sleep, held a hasty council of war. The majority are said to have been in favour of continued retreat. But th King, with greater spirit, would not hear of it, and insisted 01 an instant concentration towards the rear with a view to giv battle.
Almost simultaneously with this royal resolve, which mus have been announced in the small hours of Saturday morniru (June 14, 1645) Sir Thomas Fairfax with his main body ad vanced from Gilsborough to Naseby, and soon fixed upon tin battle-field. He was prompted in his choice by the sight of tin advanced guard of the Royalists, who appeared in successivi ranks over the top of a hill toward Harborough, and who wen evidently feeling their way toward their right. The object o: this was to secure the advantage of the wind, which was blowing from the west. A little to the north-west of Naseby village wai a fallow field, lying along a broad ledge in the slope that fall: away to the north. Fairfax saw that he could here concea his line of battle from the approaching enemy by keeping hi men back from the edge of the slope.* In fact King Charlei was informed that the rebels were in full flight to Northampton The Royalists imagined themselves to be pursuing a demoralizec enemy, and when they found their mistake the discovery had t< some extent the shock of a 'surprise.
The battle was arranged mainly according to a plan o: Major-General Skippon. But such conflicts in those time! admitted of little originality, and both as regards the order o: battle and the events of the day, there was a striking analog} to the fight on Marston Moor. The numbers engaged or each side were a little smaller, both being, as nearly as car be ascertained, under 20..000. The arrangement of forces was very similar. Each army ranged its cavalry on the wing! and its foot in the centre; but on this occasion pieces o: ordnance were introduced between the different sections of tin main lines. This time Ireton had the left wing, with fiv< * Sprigg-e, p. 34.next day. The passage is interesting, as showing that the term "Ironsides" was originally a personal sobriquet of Cromwell, and that by this time it was current in the Parliamentary army. It is from this letter also we learn that when " Ironsides " actually arrived the cavalry " gave a great shout for joy of his coming to them."ers to the decath of young Oliver. on along the front, and imagined the case of all their
